Self-entwinement of an active fixation pacemaker electrode.
We report a case in which an active fixation atrial lead tip became entwined on the proximal lead body during implantation. It was not possible to disengage the tip or to remove the resultant lead loop atraumatically through the insertion site. Removal of the lead was accomplished using a Dotter intravascular snare inserted via a femoral vein, with subsequent successful implantation of a new lead. This unusual technique-related complication emphasizes the need for meticulous fluoroscopic visualization during lead manipulation.